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Rationale:   
Thank You for Arguing, Jay Heinrichs: Many teachers of rhetoric and composition claim “everything’s an argument,” and in many 
respects, this is true. When we write, whether we are explaining a process or making an academic argument, we want to convince our 
audience that we are credible, convincing writers. The book Thank You for Arguing essentially outlines how we effectively make a 
claim, and convince others that this claim is, not necessarily right, but that it is valid and can be substantiated. It is important that you 
begin studying this curriculum with the basic components of argument — not to win an argument, but to substantiate that argument. 
Thank You For Arguing will introduce you to the art of rhetoric and academic arguments. Heinrichs has divided his informative yet 
entertaining book of lessons into five sections (Introduction, Offense, Defense, Advanced Offense, & Advanced Agreement). He also 
provides appendices, which include a summary of the main rhetorical tools and a glossary of rhetorical terms. More importantly, this 
book will serve as an excellent bridge between the expository essay and persuasion analysis of Pre-AP English II and the stylistic and 
argumentative analysis of AP Language and Composition. You will then use the information that you have learned from Heinrichs to 
complete the analysis of two arguments centering on identity and family as well as practice the argument tools to conduct your own 
arguments.  
 
After you have finished reading Heinrich’s work, you will then create a study guide for yourself and read and apply some of 
Heinrich’s terms to Daniel Boorstin’s “Extravagant Expectations.”  
 
Objectives: 
By completing this assignment, students should be able to: 

• Read and annotate a document to derive understanding and meaning. 
• Read rhetorically and identify author’s purpose, meaning, and effect on audience, context, and message. 
• Understand and analyze the components of argumentation 
• Synthesize information from multiple texts to begin outlining an argument 

 
Standards Addressed: 
CCRS (College and Career Readiness Standards) 

• II.A.1: Use effective reading strategies to determine a written work’s purpose and intended audience. 
• II.A.9: Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message of an informational or persuasive text.  
• II.A.11: Identify, analyze, and evaluate similarities and differences in how multiple texts present information, argue a 

position, or relate a theme.  

AP Standards  
• R2.2 Student uses context to comprehend and elaborate the meaning of texts.  
• R3.1 Student rhetorically analyzes author’s purpose, intended audience, and goals.  
• R3.2 Student interprets, analyzes, and critiques author’s use of literary and rhetorical devices, language, and style.  
• W1.1 Student analyzes components of purpose, goals, audience, and genre.  
• W2.2 Student generates, selects, connects, and organizes information and ideas.  
• W3.1 Student generates text to develop points within the preliminary organizational structure.  
• W3.2 Student makes stylistic choices with language to achieve intended effects. 
 

The Assignment:  
This assignment is due on the first day of class in August.  Failure to complete the assignment on time will result in either a non-recoverable 
zero for an assessment grade or your removal from the class. 

• Read the first part of Thank You for Arguing (chapters 1-13). A PDF of this book can be found on Google Classroom for 
the class. I would encourage you to purchase a copy as well. You will have a test over these chapters during the first week 
of school. It will cover the major terms and tools discussed: definition, recognition in context, and use. No, you do not need 
to annotate the book, BUT you must create a ONE PAGE (front and back) CREATIVE study guide for yourself. See below 
for requirements and an example. 

a. You will need an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of blank paper. You can use both the front and back of that paper to create some 
type of creative study guide for yourself that includes the components from the list below. You should be neat, have 
color, and have a mixture of words, drawings, heading, etc. See the examples attached to the end of this assignment. 
You may draw/construct anything you would like, as long as it addresses ALL of the below items and is limited to 
the front and back of one 8 ½ x 11 piece of paper.  

 



 
Things to Include in Creative Study Guide: 
 

• Difference between argument and fight 
• Deliberative, demonstrative, and forensic arguments 

and their tenses 
• Three goals of argumentation and their definitions 
• Decorum - what it is and why it is used 
• Three ways to develop ethos: tactical flaw, virtue, 

practical wisdom (give examples) 
• Why passive voice is used 
• The appeals and the order they SHOULD come in 
• Stance 

• Commonplace 
• Understand definition/redefinition 
• The tense that is best for addressing values 
• Why concession is the most powerful tool of logos 
• Syllogism  
• Enthymeme 
• Premise 
• Kairos 
• Inductive versus deductive argumentation and when 

to use each 
 

• Read and annotate the essay found in this assignment (“Extravagant Expectations”). See the model annotations for what I 
expect. Look for rhetorical strategies as you annotate. When you are done – complete the following on a Google Doc to be 
turned in to turnitin.com on the first day of school.  

 
a. Answer the following questions ABOUT YOU 

i. If you could learn about anything, what would it be? What are 8 topics that interest you?  
ii. What are 5 questions that you would like to hear intelligent debates on? 

iii. What 4 matters (subjects/topics) are you the most knowledgeable about? 
iv. What are some big questions that you have about the world? (For instance, one thing that has always 

plagued me is that we tend to repeat mistakes from the past, but in another way, shape, or form. My 
question would be: why are we unwilling to learn from the past and apply its lessons to the future? Other 
examples may be: why do bad things happen to good people?) 
 

b. Answer the following two short answer questions. These questions must be answered in detail with text evidence 
to support your analysis. For each question, you should have a clear and detailed answer, a quote from the 
piece to support your answer (w/ correct MLA in text citation), and an explanation and/or analysis of how 
your quote supports your answer. Your answers should be well thought out, meet the length requirement, 
and have the three components above. Your answers should be at least 5-10 SENTENCES IN LENGTH.  
 

i. To what extent does Boorstin develop his ethos? Think in terms of the three qualities of persuasive ethos: 
virtue, practical wisdom, and disinterest.  

ii. Boorstin develops a lot of contrasts throughout his essay. What is being juxtaposed in the essay and what is 
the effect of these juxtapositions on the audience? 

iii. Explain Boorstin’s overall purpose and how he develops that purpose for the audience in his essay using a 
rhetorical strategy you marked in your annotations.  
 
 

Item Description Point Value 
Creative Study 
Guide (Handwritten 
on an 8 ½ by 11 
piece of blank 
paper) 

Study guide is limited to the front and the back of an  8 ½ x 11 sheet of blank paper. Study 
guide is neat, includes a mixture of text and images, and helps to define ALL of the elements 
listed above. To gain all of the points, study guide goes beyond just defining terms and makes 
connections in a useful way.  

35 points 

Annotations 
“Quality Time: 
Redefined” 

Essay is annotated to the specificity of the example provided. You should mark for rhetorical 
strategies and how the author organizes his ideas.    10 points 

Questions About 
You (TYPED) 

You have provided intelligent and thoughtful answers to the questions under the “about you” 
section. You have met length requirements.  10 points 

Short Answer 
Questions 
(TYPED) 

Each answer addresses the question and meets the length requirement of that question (5-10 
sentences) 

45 points Questions are answered in short answer format. 
Text evidence is provided to support answer and is properly cited. 



TYFA Exam 
We will take an exam over Thank You for Arguing during the first week of school. Students 
should be prepared for this exam. It will cover all of the major tools that Heinrichs discusses 
throughout the first 13 chapters. How do you prepare? See the Argument Lab at the end of the 
book and study.  

SEPARATE 
EXAM 
GRADE 100 
Points 

 
You will be submitting ALL typed portions to turnitin.com on the FIRST day of school. 
Please make sure you have these portions ready to be submitted in a google doc. No 
exceptions. I will not take any work that is handwritten other than the study guide and 

annotations. 
 
 
 

Google Classroom 
Code: hgt9pg 
 



Annotation Guidelines and Example 
 

• Highlight/underline key information and terms. 
q Look for areas in the text that help you uncover the message, audience, context, attitude, or author’s purpose 
q Create notes in the margin to explain why highlighted/underlined text is important. 
q Create notes in the margin to discuss the main idea.  

• Trace/outline the argument of the text in the margin. 
• Mark literary devices including, but not limited to (see page ___ for a list of these terms and their definitions): 

q Connotation 
q Denotation 
q Diction 
q Juxtaposition 
q Logical Appeals (Ethos, Pathos, Logos) 
q Syntax 
q Figurative Language (simile, hyperbole, metaphor, imagery) 

 

Student Example 
Yours should look similar in detail. Annotate for key concepts, rhetorical strategies, and makes notes to yourself in the margin that 
will aid you in understanding the reading.  



Rhetorical Strategies & Definitions 
 
Antecedent – short tale narrating and interesting or amusing biographical incident 
Diction – word choice (a single word) 
Denotation – the straightforward (dictionary) meaning of a word 
Euphemism – a more agreeable word substituted for an unpleasant one (died/passed away). 
Colloquialism – slang and use of familiar expressions 
Connation – emotional overtones of a word: poison, victim, seized, or gently, brutally, softly. 
Allusion – reference to history, mythology, religion, or literature 
Analogy – comparison in which an idea or a thing is compared to another thing that is quiet different from it. Allusions aim as 
explaining that idea or thing by comparing it to something that is familiar to the reader. Metaphors and similes are tools used to draw 
an analogy; thus, an analogy is more extensive and elaborate than either a simile or metaphor. 
Apostrophe – addressing an absent figure or an abstraction 
Extended Metaphor – a comparison between two unlike things that continues throughout a series of sentences in a paragraph or 
lines in a poem. 
Hyperbole – extreme exaggeration 
Image/Imagery – any description that appeals to one of the five senses: visual, auditory, tactile, gustatory, or olfactory. 
Juxtaposition – the placing of two unlike things close to each other. 
Oxymoron – conjoining contradictory terms 
Paradox – statement that seems improbable or not true but that proves true 
Understatement – minimalizes a fact 
Rhetoric – the deliberate exploitation or eloquence for the most persuasive effect in public speaking or writing: the art of persuasion. 
See below. 

q Message – the main idea of a text based on details and examples. 
q Purpose – what the speaker wants the audience to do or think about; the persuasive element. 
q Speaker – established credibility; connects with the values of the audience 
q Audience – a specific person or group that can be characterized as having values and beliefs 
q Context – the situation that gives rise to the text 

Shift – change in position; movement (as in tone shift, shift in point of view) 
Syntax – the way in which words or phrases are ordered and connected to form sentences; or the set of grammatical rules governing 
such order. See below. 

q Antecedent – word referred to by pronoun 
q Antithesis – a balance of opposites 

Clause – a group of words with a subject and a verb; can be independent or dependent. 
Loose Sentence – type of sentence in which the main idea comes first (“we went over the river and through the woods to 
grandmother’s house.”) 
Periodic Sentence – main idea comes last (“Over the river and through the woods, to grandmother’s house we go.”) 
Pacing – rate at which a text develops (fast, slow, hurried) based on the length and arrangement of sentences. 
Parallelism – arrangement of similarly constructed clauses or sentences suggesting some correspondence between them. 
Repetition – repeating a word or phrase for emphasis 
Tone – the writer’s attitude toward the subject and audience – created by diction, details, images, language, and syntax 
  



 
 



 
 



 
  



Example Creative Study Guides 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
  



Useful Resources for Help 
 
For help with annotations and literary terms, see the following resources: 
 
https://www.ramapo.edu/crw/files/2013/03/20-2.pdf 
 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/litgloss/ 
 
For help with citation, see the following resource: 
 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/  
 
 
If you have any questions about the assignment or any of the readings, please do not hesitate to email me 
at Deanna.santagata@huttoisd.net 
 

JOIN MY GOOGLE CLASSROOM: I will be 
posting resources and you can ask questions: 

hgt9pg 
 

 
 
I will check my email regularly throughout the summer. 
 
 


